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Park Officials Assign Management of Kaweah-Kern Complex  
to Fire Use Management Team 
 
Today, the Rocky Mountain Fire Use Management Team #2 assumed management o
projects in Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks (as planned, one of these fires h
onto the Sequoia National Forest). The team also took over management of the Hom
2 Fire, a wildland fire suppression action. The parks brought in the overhead team to
staff members who have been assigned to the fires since late July. “The team’s presenc
up park staff to conduct initial attack on new suppression fires and meet safety requir
proper rest,” says Superintendent Richard H. Martin.  
 
Wildland fire use projects are lightning-caused fires that are allowed to spread natura
fires will improve forest health by reducing ground fuels and maintaining a natural fir
 
Fire use management teams are small, specialized interagency overhead teams created
manage fire use activities. They bring advanced skills in risk assessment and long-term
growth projection to develop strategies to manage wildland fire use projects. The nati
interagency fire program established the first fire use teams in 1995. Currently, the Ro
Mountain team is one of six teams nationwide.  
 
The primary objectives for the Kaweah-Kern Complex are to provide for firefighter a
safety, allow wildland fire to play its natural role in the ecosystem, and protect structu
resources of special interest, such as named giant sequoias.  
 
Resources assigned to the Kaweah-Kern complex include the fire use team, three fire
engine, one water tender, and three helicopters.  
 
•  Williams Fire (Kings Canyon National Park) – The fire is located north of Coman

Meadow in Sugarloaf Basin. It grew approximately 30 acres yesterday to become 1,2
The National Park Service and U. S. Forest Service are managing the fire jointly, sin
spread onto the Jennie Lakes Wilderness of Sequoia National Forest. Trail closures
remain in effect.  

 
•  West Kern Fire (Sequoia National Park and Sequoia National Forest) – The fire

active in red fir, Jeffrey pine, cedar, and high elevation chaparral in the area of the K
Canyon Ranger Station. Structure protection is in place for the ranger station. Simil
Williams Fire, the park service and forest service are managing this fire jointly. Yest

 
E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I C A  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our her
 565-3117. 
ducation 
ict Public 
7 ext. 212 

f 13 fire use 
as spread 

er’s Nose 
 relieve 
e will free 

ements for 

lly. These 
e cycle.  

 to 
 fire 

onal 
cky 

nd public 
res and 

 crews, one 

che 
00 acres. 
ce it may 
 in the area 

 remains 
ern 
ar to the 
erday, the 

itage. 



 

 
E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I C A  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

fire expanded onto the Sequoia National Forest and now totals approximately 1,600 acres. 
Several trails remain closed.  

 
•  Giant Fire (Sequoia National Park) – Yesterday, little fire activity was observed on this 195-

acre fire that started July 30. Located in the Giant Forest, firefighters and one engine remain 
on scene to monitor the fire and provide for public safety. Trail closures remain in effect in 
this area.  

 
The Washington Tree, the second largest giant sequoia, is within the fire perimeter of the 
Giant Fire. A few days ago, the tree caught fire. Because the parks give special protection to 
named giant sequoias, firefighters acted to extinguish the burning tree with water. Fire burned 
in the center of the tree, which had been hollowed out on the inside by previous natural fires 
and decay. The tree remains alive, but lost a portion of its top and at least one large branch. 
Park managers sincerely regret and are saddened by this unintentional change to the 
Washington Tree’s appearance.  

 
•  Small Fire Use Projects – The remaining fire use projects range from less than one acre to six 

acres. They are: Slide Bluffs, Bubbs, West Clover, High Bridge, East Fork, West Timber, Tar 
Gap 1 and 2, Fry Pan, and Soda Springs.  

 
•  Homer’s Nose 2 Fire -The fire use team is also managing this suppression fire. Because of 

difficult access and rugged terrain, a containment strategy is being employed on this 25-acre 
fire. Crews will not be used on the ground for safety considerations. Helicopters will continue 
bucket drops on hot spots today.  
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